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Cambodian Institute for Cooperation and Peace  

 
The Cambodian Institute for Cooperation and Peace (CICP) is an 
independent, neutral, and non-partisan research institute based in 
Phnom Penh, Cambodia. Since its formation in 1994 as an 
independent, non-governmental organization in Phnom-Penh, 
CICP has been conducting research, organizing forums, and 
developing strategies in regional integration and economic 
development. CICP’s mission is take part in the building of 
Cambodia and the region through strategic thinking.  

 

 

 
 

 

 



Research Team 

1. Pou Sovachana: Principal Investigator 

2. Dr. Sok Serey: Co-Principal Investigator (left the team 
on October 2015) 

3. Dr. Courtney Work: Associate Researcher 

4. Alice Beban: Associate Researcher 

5. Prof. Kevin Nauen: Associate Researcher 

6. Theara Khoun: Research Assistant 



Objectives 

 

1. To provide a platform to share knowledge and 
experiences on the present capacities, activities, 
challenges, best practices and opportunities of doing 
research in Cambodia. 

2. To inspire and facilitate research activities among 
HEIs, and think tanks.  

3. To share lessons learned and provide an up-to-date of 
the latest development of the research landscape in 
Cambodia through the dissemination of key findings. 
 



Outline  
I. Brief Overview of HEIs  

II. Doing Research in Cambodia: Making Models 
that Build Capacity 

1)  Scope of the Project  

2)  Findings   

III. Dissemination of Findings 

IV. Conclusion 



Research 
One of the most important methods to help the public 
understand the difference between rumors, and facts, 
propaganda and hard data is to give them the ability to 
conduct valid and credible research, and to disseminate 
these scientific findings within the society.  

 

“…Critical and creative investigations undertaken on a 
systematic and rigorous basis, with the aim of extending 
knowledge or solving particular practical or theoretical 
problems.”  

                       – Harman Grant 



Background 
Chronology of Key Governance and Education Sector Events 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

Source: Study on Governance Challenges for Education in Fragile Situations by 
European Union, Synthesis Report, December 2009, Euro Trends.  
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 2015: 67 Private and 43 Public = 110 HEIs 
2016: 71 Private and 47 public = 118 HEIs 



       Students Enrolment  
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                 Research Environment 

 Research Environment  

How research is 
“Used”? 

How research is 
“Done”? 

How researchers and 
users are Trained and 

Developed? 



Rationale 
Cambodia remains a developing 
country with a poor research 
environment, due in part to Khmer 
Rouge destruction of scholars and 
academic infrastructure in the 
1970’s and the many subsequent 
years of rebuilding riddled with 
political and social instability. 
Further, contemporary political 
exigencies create an environment 
of fear and mistrust that 
discourages the public from open 
participation and hampers 
productive research.  



               Key Questions  
• What type of research is being done in 

Cambodia, by whom, for what purpose, and 
with what resources?  

• What are the mechanisms through which 
capacity building takes place? 

• What are the key obstacles to producing 
quality research in Cambodia? 

To answer these questions, we examine the 
relationship between key actors: government, 
ministries, universities, think tanks, donors, 
NGO/CSO organizations and the internal 
challenges faced by each. Our overall objective 
was to document the latest development of the 
research environment in Cambodia with the 
intention to strengthen and improve research in 
Cambodia. 

 



Three Inter-Linked Outputs 

 

1. Student research and mentoring 

2. In-depth empirical study: Evaluating research 
environment – policy, practice and beyond HEIs 

3. Development of a web-based resource for research 
and training opportunities and dissemination of 
research findings: www.researchkh.org 



                  

Mentoring Young Researchers 
 

• Research Methods Training Course at CICP 

• Number of students: 16  

• Students currently involved in research: 12  

• High rate of success 

 



Multiple Stakeholders  



Focus group discussion with 12 institutional representatives 

- In-depth interviews with 10 HEIs (4 Provincials): 41 HEIs rectors, 
deans and directors, 29 researchers and lecturers  

- 11 student roundtable discussion: 181 students from 10 HEIs 

- In-depth interviews with 4 government ministries (2 MoEYs and 2 
MoP officials) 

-    5 civil society representatives (LICADHO, Equitable Cambodia, 
 Cambodia  Human Rights Centers, Committee for Free and Fair 
 Election) 

-    3 think tanks representatives (DC-CAM, CKS, CDRI) 

-    2 major donors representatives (World Bank, ADB) 

- 183 surveys lecturers, researchers, and head department 

- Total data (463): 280 qualitative data analysis and 185 quantitative 

Methodology  



The development of a professional forum and web-based resource 
for research and training opportunities and dissemination of 

research findings : www.researchkh.org 

 

 

 
 

Web Resource 
 



Findings  

• Research as a Process 

• Environment in Transition 

• ‘Research Hungry’ Instructors 

• Gender Imbalance 

• Donor Objectives Inhibit Research 

• Workshop Disseminate Data, but Do Not Build 
Capacity 

• Government Does Not Share the Same Research 
Objectives as Researchers and Students 

• HEI/CSO Collaborations Suggested by Both Sides 

• Funding and Capacity Problems are Nuanced 

• Policy Uptake Rests on Research Dissemination 

 

 



Research as Process 
 

An intimate qualitative research method 
positions researchers as active participants 
in the creative emergence of their research 
topics.  
 
For us, we were able to contribute to the 
conversation from which a vibrant research 
environment in Cambodia is emerging.  



Environment in Transition 
 

Cambodia’s research environment is changing 
from the bottom up 
• Contrary to the assessment of administrators students 

and researchers are very interested in research  
 

Nevertheless, 
• Intolerance for a diversity of views in the public space 

continues 
• Responsiveness of policy-makers remains low 
• Access to data remains low 

 
 



‘Research Hungry’ Instructors 
 

 Diverse makeup of contemporary educators 
• More externally educated Cambodians are 

returning with advanced degrees and more 
private institutions have money to hire well-
educated faculty from abroad. 

• These people want to do research. 



Gender Imbalance 
  

Administrators and lecturers overwhelmingly 
male 

Some institutions offered zero females for 
interviews 

Policies do not reflect gender inclusion 
Student round table discussions gender balanced 

(by request) 
Many female students with zero role models will 

inhibit their continued interest and advancement 
 Important to watch gender inclusion and 

opportunities in coming years 
 



Donor Objectives Inhibit Research Quality 

 

 Short-term research initiatives  
• Over-emphasize donor concerns at the expense of 

researcher concerns and questions.  
• Inhibit investigative research 

Reliance on consultants.  
• Consultants often less invested and not named on 

the report- affects quality. 
• Obstructs avenues for domestic capacity building.  

English language dominated research environment 
• Marginalizes many capable Cambodian researchers 
• Limits dissemination of results , excluding 

Cambodian communities 



Workshops Disseminate data,  
but do not Build Capacity 

 

 
“Research is a transfer from the theoretical 

to the practical” (SRU:SRT) 

• Workshops are an excellent vehicle for dissemination  
• For training and capacity building, however, they are 

not producing the desired results. They are Cheap and 
Easy, but ineffective 

• Action research with practical application related to 
specific research projects is needed 

 



 Government Research Objectives  
Differ from Researchers and Students 

 

 Government (and donor) sponsored research: 
• Preference for business and agriculture related research 
• Focus on increasing profitability or production 
• Objective to fund research projects 

 
 Students and researchers show interest in 
• Research for solving social problems 
• Focus on increasing social well-being and improving 

systems 
• Objective to fund researchers 

 

“Doing something without research is not practical. There is a 
need to have research before practice.” (NUM:SRT) 



HEI / CSO Collaborations  
Suggested by both sides 

 Breaking the traditional gap between applied research, as 
practiced by CSOs, and academic research coming out of 
universities as ‘win-win’  

 
• HEIs contribute interns with knowledge of research 

methods, literature reviews, and academic publications 
 
• CSO contribute experiential training opportunities for 

researchers through funded research projects and 
evidenced-based empirical data collection and analysis. 
 

 Possibility of enhancing policy uptake of research 



Funding and Capacity Problems  
are nuanced 

The lack of funds and capacity were consistent 
themes in our interviews. However, the presence of 
funds and capacity are not the only limitations. 
Other factors are: 
 Intense workload of academics 
 Lack knowledge of where and how to access 

available funding 
 Capacity building efforts by institutions can result 

in the loss of staff rather than enhancements to 
their institutions 

 Acquiring funding requires proficient skills in 
English 



Policy Uptake Rests on 
Research Dissemination 

Three effective methods for policy uptake 
 

 NGO Method: advocacy and the public dissemination 
of policy inadequacies based on empirical and hard 
evidence gathered through primary source research.  

 

 Think Tank Method: The second effective method is 
to befriend policy makers and provide them with 
research that is useful, but does not challenge their 
objectives.  

 

 Donor Method: Ply policy makers with funding and 
also provide them with research that does not 
challenge their objectives.  



Dissemination of Findings 

Our project puts dissemination of findings at the 
forefronts. We organize educational sessions to 
disseminate findings at different HEIs to ensure that 
university presidents, vice presidents, dean, lecturers, 
students, as well as NGO/CSO, think tanks and donor 
representative are up-to-date on the latest development 
of the research environment in Cambodia. It is our 
intention that this project, and the conversations that 
emerge from it, will play a part in transforming 
Cambodia’s research environment. We hope this study 
will provide an impetus for further research. 
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Dissemination of Findings at RUPP 17 December 2015 
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Dissemination of Findings at UBB 04 January 2016 
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Dissemination of Finding at MCU 05 January 2016 
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Dissemination of Finding at MCU 05 January 2016 

 
Dissemination of Findings at USEA 6 January 2016 
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Dissemination of Finding at Svay Rieng University 12 January 2016 

Dissemination of Findings at RULE 9 January 2016 
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Dissemination of Finding at MCU 05 January 2016 

 Dissemination of Findings at Svay Rieng University 12 January 2016 
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Dissemination of Finding at Pre-School Teacher Training Center 31 January 2016 
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Roundtable Discussion and Dissemination of findings with group of 
experts on 24 February 2016 
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Launch of Final Report on 1 April 2016 at Hotel Cambodiana 



            Conclusion 

We believe that organizations can do more – to provide 
funding, improve standards, and inculcate noble 
aspirations. These multinational institutions can be 
expanded by raising the bars and develop home grown 
research, and if every leading university and research 
institute adopt a counter part in a poor country, the gain 
could be significant.  

Policy makers must understand that allocating budget to 
promoting and strengthening research is investing into 
the future HEIs of the country. The main point here is to 
change the mindset – looking at long-term development 
rather short-term success.  

 



Conclusion 
 

http://www.researchtoaction.org/2016/03/resea
rch-cambodia-making-models-build-capacity/ 



     
THANK YOU!           

 

 

 

 

  

 


