
2019: KSI Year in Review

KSI has anticipated and responded to several important 
developments in Indonesia’s knowledge sector in 2019. 
Changes in the operating context for Indonesia’s knowledge 
ecosystem include a number of factors highlighted below.

The Indonesian elections in April 2019 resulted in the re-
election of President Joko Widodo and renewed commitment 
to the efficiency and effectiveness of research for Indonesia's 
economic development. President Widodo announced that 
the National Research and Innovation Agency/Badan Riset 
Inovasi Nasional (BRIN) would be managed by the Ministry 
of Research and Technology (Kemristek) and established 
the National Endowment Fund for Research/Dana Abadi 
Penelitian.  

The National System of Science and Technology LAW (UU 
Sisnas Iptek) was signed into law by President Widodo in 
August 2019, formally establishing BRIN and Dana Abadi 
Penelitian mentioned above. These are both important 
breakthroughs in terms of Indonesia’s knowledge ecosystem 
in the areas of research funding and governance.  KSI is 
monitoring the development of implementing regulations and 
supporting advocacy through partners related to principles 
of research governance, research collaboration, and other 
critical elements essential to their effective establishment 
and implementation. 

UU Sisnas Iptek included administrative and criminal 
sanctions related to research permits, ethics clearance, 
data submission, and other issues that affect researchers 
internationally, as well as domestically, and caused concern 
about the impact on research collaboration in Indonesia. KSI 
has facilitated meetings with key partners, including Policy 
Research Institutes (PRIs), the Indonesian Young Academy of 
Science (ALMI) and participated in international working 
groups to address these issues. KSI is providing support 

to partners interested in engaging with Kemristek to clarify 
these provisions.

In June 2019, Government Regulation No. 45/2019 provided a 
300 percent supertax deduction for private sector companies 
conducting research and development activities in Indonesia 
to produce new inventions, innovations, technology, and/or 
a transfer of technology to develop industries. Although not 
directly affecting research funding available for social science 
policy research, this reflects an increased commitment by 
Indonesia to research and development as part of Indonesia’s 
economic growth, especially research focused on innovation. 
KSI partners are interested in promoting policy dialogue 
related to the linkages between research commersialisation 
and social policy research in 2020.

During his inauguration, President Widodo announced the 
government’s intention to simplify the bureaucracy. The 
President noted that Indonesian bureaucracy has grown 
so large it has become an impediment to efficient business 
processes. President Widodo wants to reduce the current 
five-structure levels in ministries, known as the echelon 
system, to just two levels while creating more functional 
roles that value expertise and competence. This massive 
transformation creates an opportunity for ministries to 
appoint staff as policy analysts in functional position known 
as Jabatan Fungsional Analis Kebijakan (JFAK). KSI supported 
the National Institute of Public Administration/Lembaga 
Administrasi Negara (LAN) in commissioning a policy 
analyst study conducted by University of Melbourne with 
recommendations for institutional readiness. KSI continues 
to collaborate with LAN to promote increased utilisation of 
policy analysts across ministries, particularly those planning 
to convert Echelon 3 and 4 officials to functional policy 
analysts.



In June, KSI facilitated a delegation of senior officials from the 
National Planning Agency (Bappenas), Ministry of Research and 
Technology/ National Research and Innovation Agency (Kemristek/
BRIN), Ministry of Finance (Kemenkeu), and The Indonesian Science 
Fund (DIPI), to visit Australia, meet research funding agencies 
and learn about Australia's approach to research governance and 
funding. In December, Kemenkeu connected with the Australian 
Department of Finance to learn how the Australian Future Fund 
manages the sovereign wealth fund. 

KSI facilitated the development of a policy brief on the Research 
Endowment Fund. It highlighted some key recommendations 
including: a) the need for a clear mission; b) the independence of 
the future funding body; c) a delineation between investment and 
disbursement functions; and d) exploring the option of setting up 
a trust fund that will enable the government to tap into non-state 
budget for research. To date, this policy brief has been received by 
key stakeholders, including Kemristek/BRIN.

In support of efforts to formulate the organisational structure and 
prepare a presidential regulation on BRIN that will strengthen 
the research ecosystem in Indonesia, KSI facilitated several policy 
dialogues between the Ministry of Administrative and Bureaucratic 
Reform (KemenPAN-RB), Kemristek/BRIN, Bappenas, Kemenkeu, 
the Executive Office of the President (KSP), the Indonesian Institute 
of Science and the Agency for the Assessment and Application of 
Technology (BPPT).
 
KSI developed a policy brief in consultation with key stakeholders  
promoting key principles for research governance that include:  a) 
accountability and quality of research through competitive research 
and assignments; b) participation of non-governmental actors; 
and c) schemes and mechanisms for creative funding from non-
government sources.

The policy brief also recommended a "holding type operation" as an 
optimal option for Kemristek/BRIN to play its strategic functions to 
consolidate and integrate research, development, assessment and 
application (penelitian, pengembangan, pengkajian dan penerapan / 
litbangjirap) effectively.

Following the passing of UU Sisnas Iptek, KSI facilitated
dialogue involving The Indonesian Young Academy of Science 
(ALMI), Policy Research Institutes (PRIs), and Indonesian Institute
of Sciences (LIPI) on the implementing regulations.The dialogue was 
organised to anticipate the drafting of implementing regulations in 
relation to foreign research permission process,ethics committees, 
research and development (R&D) institutional registration, and 
research data repositories. This to ensure that arrangements for 
these elements do not create disincentive to conducting research.

Research Funding 
& Governance

Endowment Fund Provides 
Opportunities for Researchers   

National System of Science and Technology 
Law/UU Sisnas Iptek (Law No. 11/2019) 

Strengthening Research Ecosystem through 
the Development of BRIN  

KSIHighlights 
2019

November 2019 - Meeting with Minister of Research and Technology/Head of 
BRIN, Bambang P.S Brodjonegoro, to strengthen the development of BRIN

May 2019 - Focus Group Discussion (FGD) with KSI's partners on governance of 
the Research Endowment Fund 



KSI has been promoting utilisation of Swakelola Tipe III in the 
Procurement Regulation, so government agencies can tap expertise 
of civil society organisations (CSOs) to undertake good quality 
research and help government in developing informed policies, 
while providing opportunities for CSOs to access government 
funds in their areas of expertise as an alternative for their financial 
sustainability.

A number of PRIs and government agencies took initiatives in 
utilising Swakelola Tipe III as a new mechanism for government 
procurement of goods and services, including KSI’s partners, 
Institute for Research and Environment (IRE), SMERU Research 
Institute, Article 33 and CIPG. This is a positive development, as 
CSOs and government agencies are willing to collaborate and utilise 
this new mechanism. 

This year, KSI focused on raising awareness and sharing 
knowledge on the challenges and opportunities to strengthen the 
research ecosystem in Indonesia. Several engagements through 
correspondent fellowship program with New Mandala-Australian 
National University, public events, opinion editorial articles, sharing 
knowledge session, video blogging, podcast and social media 
content has highlighted these issues in public debate. 

A key event that was held in July on research funding through a 
collaboration with KataData raised issues related to the balance 
between basic and applied research and shared services to reduce 
the administrative burden of conducting research with a keynote 
from Minister of Finance, Sri Mulyani.

These have enabled KSI’s primary stakeholders–both research and 
government partners–to become spokespeople and champions for 
Indonesia’s knowledge sector.   

Promoting Public Debate on Quality 
Research Ecosystem

Utilisation of Swakelola Tipe III in the 
Procurement Regulation (Perpres 16/2018)

Private Sector Funding for Policy Research

Launch of Pilot on Knowledge-to-Policy Cycle 
at the Subnational level, South Sulawesi 

The Partnership for Sustainable Community (CCPHI)  finalised its 
reports on ‘Exploring Collaborative Research Models in Indonesia’, 
based on a nine-month study exploring opportunities for policy 
research collaboration with the private sector, government and 
research organisations. The report shows that existing collaboration 
schemes and multi-stakeholder policies require leadership action 
from the government to initiate collaboration with the private sector 
and think tanks. 

The second report, ‘Facilitating Partnerships between Policy 
Research Institutes (PRIs) and the Private Sector in Policy Research’ 
concludes with recommendations that policy research institutes 
need to have leadership support and staff capacity in building 
partnerships with private sector to identity resources, shared goals 
and added value. 

The Center for Innovation Policy and Governance (CIPG) completed 
a report on the potential of private sector funding policy research 
in Indonesia. The findings show that in general the private sector 
views  public policy as important to support growth and business 
continuity. However, it is still partial and reactive to respond to 
policies which are considered to have a direct impact on the 
interests of business entities.

The KSI Subnational Strategy will focus its activities in South 
Sulawesi province, where there are eight DFAT-funded programs 
and committed new government administration. 

The launch of the knowledge-to-policy cycle in this province, 
illustrates the applicability of knowledge-to-policy processes at both 
the national and subnational level, and the potential for applied 
research to influence subnational policies in other local jurisdictions. 
Yayasan BaKTI will lead and coordinate the implementation of the 
Knowledge to Policy Cycle in South Sulawesi including a policy 
action network to support evidence-based policy making.

March 2019 - CCPHI team present its report to then Director of the Directorate of 
Education BAPPENAS, Amih Alhumami

July 2019 - Keynote speech from the Minister of Finance, Sri Mulyani during 
a forum by KSI "Exploration of Research Fund Management & Research 
Governance Model in Indonesia", organised by KataData

May 2019 - Consultative meeting with Governor of South Sulawesi, Nurdin 
Abdullah, to explore the concept of KSI subnational pilot activities

November 2019 - Knowledge exchange session on utilisation of Swakelola Kelola 
Tipe III with BAPPENAS, CIPG and National Public Procurement Agency (LKPP)



The number of government policy analyst positions (JFAK) continues 
to rise. KSI supported  LAN in promoting higher competency and 
better utilisation of policy analysts, which includes finalisation of 
the national qualification framework for policy analysts (KKNI), 
development of competency standards, curriculum and training 
modules for non-government policy analysts as well as pilot training 
for senior government officials that was held at the Ministry of 
Health (Kemenkes).

The Australia-Indonesia Disability Research and Advocacy Network 
(AIDRAN) held the second biennial International Conference on 
Disability and Diversity in Asia (ICDDA) at University Brawijaya, 
Malang on 24-25 September 2019. The conference is a collaboration 
between AIDRAN and the Centre for Disability Studies and Services 
(PSLD) at Brawijaya University and is supported by Brawijaya 
University’s Faculty of Law, La Trobe Law School, and the Australian 
Government through KSI. Over the two-day conference attended 
by more than 470 participants, 82 speakers shared their ideas 
and experiences of disability inclusion to support efforts to fulfill 
the rights of persons with disabilities as well as evidence that can 
be used in advocating for more disability inclusive policies and 
practices.

KSIHighlights 
2019

Hosted and led by Bappenas, the third annual Indonesia 
Development Forum (IDF) showcased new approaches and 
inclusivity on preparing the future workforce. In the lead up to 
the main forum, the Road to IDF conducted in selected regions 
succeeded in gathering input and recommending speakers for 
presentation in Jakarta. 

More than 3,000 participants and 350 speakers attended the two 
day forum. They discussed many ideas and summarised them into 
four pillars of recommendations to address future jobs challenges 
in Indonesia. IDF 2019 resulted in various collaborations from key 
players in the development and knowledge sectors, including 274 
potential businesses explored by the 45 participating startups in the 
IDEA Space (IDEAS) session.

Knowledge Collaboration 
& Management

As a national system for planning and budgeting, KRISNA enables 
national ministries, agencies and local governments to input part or 
all of their development plans and budgets. Under KRISNA 3.0, KSI 
supported a series of functions to increase data accessibility and 
usability that allows KRISNA to be linked and integrated to other 
systems, hence providing information and insight to its users in the 
planning process. This means it is easier for local governments to 
understand national government priorities and align their plans 
accordingly. 

IDF 2019 Presents Quality & 
Relevant Knowledge Resulting in 
Collaboration

KRISNA Increases Data 
Accessibility

Policy Analyst Utilisation Drives 
Better Evidence Based Policy

Improved Research and Advocacy Network for 
Gender Equality and Social Inclusion (GESI)

July 2019 - IDF 2019 was officially opened by Ambassador of Australia to 
Indonesia Gary Quinlan, Vice President of Republic of Indonesia Jusuf Kalla, 
and Minister of National Development Planning/Head of National Development 
Planning Agency Bambang P.S Brodjonegoro

September 2019 - Speakers and participants at ICDDA 2019



KSIHighlights 
2019

Knowledge 
Production

 PRIs policy engagement resulted in policy changes including:  

1. Engagement and positive traction from Governor of West 
Java on Inclusive Economic Development Index conducted by 
SMERU; 

2. Signed MoU with Ministry of Religious Affairs (MORA) to do 
complementary research on Core and Basic Competencies in 
School Subject of Islamic Studies and Values by PPIM-UIN;

 
3. Development of Online Single Submission (OSS) Version 1.1 

by the Indonesian Investment Coordinating Board informed by 
KPPOD’s OSS research;

4. Regulatory reform research by PSHK taken up in technocratic 
RPJMN document and Prolegnas 2020-2024 to revise UU 
No.12/2011.

SMERU received financial support from Bank Rakyat Indonesia 
(BRI), Bank Bukopin and the Tanoto Foundation in conducting 
a series of Development Policy Forum/Forum Kebijakan 
Pembangunan.

Article 33 Indonesia built a strong institutional relationship with the 
Ministry of Education and Culture (Kemendikbud) that resulted in 
research co-funding.

CWI has increased its recognition internationally on the issue of 
political representation of women in the Indonesian Parliament and 
in political parties. This contributed to funding support from the 
Embassy of the Netherlands and the Canadian Embassy.

CSIS  strengthened their network with the private sector. Their policy 
event, the Pacific Economic Cooperation Council Global Dialogue, 
has attracted funding from a number of companies including BCA, 
Astra and ITM (Indo Tambangraya Megah Tbk).

ELSAM increased engagement and funding from the private sector 
including Google, WhatsApp, Facebook and Twitter to inform the 
drafting of the Personal Data Protection Law.

Akatiga 
Partnership between Government and Civil Society Organisation 
(CSO) for Development Innovation in the Government Procurement 
of Goods/Services

Article 33 Indonesia
Frontline Education – Evaluation of Frontline School Program and 
Frontline Teachers 2018

Seknas FITRA  
Management of Government Debt for Development

IRE 
Naskah Sanding for RPJMN 2020-2024 in the Village and Rural 
Areas

PKMK UGM
Creating Social Justice in National Health Insurance (JKN): The Use 
of Social Insurance Administration Organization for Health (BPJS 
Kesehatan) Single Pool Compartmentalisation

PPH Atma Jaya 
Every Life is Precious: A Snapshot of the Fulfilment of Rights of 
Children with HIV

PPIM UIN 
Review of Islamic Religious Education and Character Teaching 
Textbooks for Students of Class X

PUSAD Paramadina
Religious Harmony Forum and Harmony Policy

Sayogjo Institute  
Action Research on Agrarian Reform and Social Forestry in Selected 
Locations that have Benefitted from Legalisation and Recognition of 
Indigenous Rights

SurveyMETER 
What Prompts Policy Change? Comparative Analyses of Efforts to 
Create Elderly Friendly Cities in 14 Cities in Indonesia 

 Strengthened and Expanded
 Network Leading to Financial
 Sustainability of PRIs

Policy Research Institutes (PRIs) 
Increased Policy Influence Publications by PRIs in 2019 

December 2019- KSI annual meeting with PRIs
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Research Funding & Governance

Swakelola Tipe III 
Advocate for the application of Swakelola Tipe III by government agencies and CSOs to produce policy research and 
support peer learning about the implementation of Swakelola Tipe III

Research endowment fund
Support relevant stakeholders to ensure governance of research endowment fund reflects key principles of effective 
research funding 

BRIN  
Support relevant stakeholders to reflect and apply key principles of effective research governance in BRIN operations

Knowledge Collaboration & Management

Indonesia Development Forum (IDF) 2020
KSI will focus on sustainability of IDF as the premium development forum in Indonesia including formulation of policy 
recommendations as well as knowledge accessibility and repository 

Policy Analyst  
In responding to the right-sizing of bureaucracy, KSI will shift focus in supporting LAN from a supply-side focus 
on training materials and competency standards for policy analysts to a demand-side approach on promoting the 
utilisation of policy analysts across ministries 

KRISNA    
KSI will finalise the prototype dashboard of KRISNA to allow KRISNA data to be effectively accessed and analysed. 
KSI will also provide recommendations to support Bappenas in ensuring the sustainability of KRISNA

Knowledge Production

UU Sisnas Iptek
PRIs and ALMI will provide inputs on the deliberation of relevant implementing regulations, advocate for online one-
stop shop for research permit process, and for ethics clearance process to be decentralised 

Research Partners 
PRIs to continue to strengthen their profile, networks and policy influence as well as increase financial sustainability 
efforts 

Cross cutting

GESI
KSI will proactively showcase efforts to mainstream GESI to ensure greater considerations of GESI sensitive policy 
research, analysis and knowledge sector-related policies. KSI will also continue to support AIDRAN to strengthen its 
network and knowledge exchange platform for Australian-Indonesian institutions working on disability issues and 
develop policy guidelines on practices of inclusion in universities 

Public Discourse 
KSI will continue to promote public discourse on quality research ecosystem, focusing on funding, governance, and 
policy agenda

Subnational
KSI will continue to support the Subnational knowledge-to-policy cycle in South Sulawesi. The support is to promote 
applied research between local government and PRIs or local research institutes  leading to evidence-informed local 
policy.

Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT) 
We would like to thank KSI’s Unit Manager, Ria Arief, for her support and dedication to KSI. As she 
will be continuing her journey to pursue further study, we would like to wish her all the best and much 
success in her new journey. We would also like to thank the KSI Unit Team Lila Sari, Anissa Febrina 
and Dwita Hapsari who provided tremendous support throughout their tenure in DFAT and we wish 
them all the best in their new roles.

We would like to welcome and congratulate Aedan Whyatt in his new role as Counsellor for Poverty 
and Social Development and Eko Setiono as KSI Unit Manager during this interim period. We look 
forward to working closely together. 

Knowledge Sector Initiative (KSI)
This year we bid farewell to our Team Leader, Petrarca Karetji, who laid the groundwork for KSI  
Phase 2. We greatly appreciated his contributions and wish him all the best in his new role. We would 
also like to express our appreciation to Retno Utaira and Pingkan Umboh for their leadership during 
the interim period.

Under the new leadership of Jana Hertz (Team Leader) and Iwan Sriwidiyanto (Deputy Team 
Leader) we hope to advance the KSI mission and address new challenges and opportunities in the 
years ahead. 

Knowledge Sector Initiative (KSI)

Ratu Plaza Office Tower 9th Floor

Jalan Jenderal Sudirman No. 9

Jakarta 10270 Indonesia

Phone : 62 21 7278 9921

Fax : 62 21 7278 9934

Email : ksicommunication@ksi-indonesia.org

www.ksi-indonesia.org
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